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ABSTElACr: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a device and method for processing 
information which make a vide variety of analyses and operations possible by 
generating a patent map in which the time-sequential increasing/ decreasing 
trend of quantities at every cell is displayed in an easily intuitively 
understandable state byusing graphics, etc. 

SOLUTION: In the upper part of a screen, a patent map obtained in accordance 
with a set analytical condition is displayed. In each cell in the map, the 
niunber of patents pertinent to the condition is shown by a circular quantity 
representing graph and an increasing/ decreasing trend obtained as a result of a 
time-sequential analysis is shown by arrows. In a data base, the attribute 
information, whole text, and date information of each patent are stored and 
such patent map is generated on a patent extracted as a result of a cross 
analysis in accordance with the designated analytical condition through a time- 
sequential analysis tising the date information. 
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